Involvement of sapecin in embryonic cell proliferation of Sarcophaga peregrina (flesh fly).
Addition of antibodies against sapecin to the culture medium of NIH-Sape-4 cells derived from a Sarcophaga embryo greatly inhibited cell proliferation, whereas addition of sapecin stimulated cell proliferation. These results suggest that sapecin is involved in the proliferation of embryonic cells of Sarcophaga. Sapecin is known to have potent antibacterial activity, so it seems to have two different biological functions: i.e. protection against bacterial infection and stimulation of embryonic cell proliferation.